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Academic CV  
Jun. Prof. Rosa Lehmann 
HCIAS Junior Professor of Innovation and Sustainability in Ibero-America 
Heidelberg Center for Ibero-American Studies (HCIAS), Heidelberg University 
Brunnengasse 1 
69117 Heidelberg 

 
 

Education 
03/2018 PhD at the Seminar for Political Science, University of Freiburg 

Dissertation title: “Der Konflikt um die Windenergieanlagen im Istmo de 
Tehuantepec, Mexiko. Gesellschaftliche Naturverhältnisse, Ungleichheiten, 
Partizipation und Diskurse” (engl.: “The conflict surrounding wind energy 
projects in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico. Societal relationships with 
nature, inequalities, participation, and discourses”) 
Supervisors: Prof. Dr. Reinhart Kößler, Prof. Dr. Manuela Boatcă, Prof. Dr. 
Heribert Weiland 

02/2010  MA in Political Science and Ethnology, University of Freiburg 
Thesis title: “Indigene soziale Bewegungen in Chiapas/Mexiko” (engl.: 
“Indigenous social movements in Chiapas, Mexico”) 
Supervisors: Prof. Dr. Jürgen Rüland, Dr. Ingrid Wehr 

06/2001  Abitur, Simpert-Kraemer-Gymnasium, Krumbach 
 

Academic career 
Since 04/2021 Junior professorship ‘Innovation and Sustainability in Ibero-America’ at the 

Heidelberg Center for Ibero-American Studies (HCIAS), affiliated to the 
Heidelberg Center for the Environment (HCE) and the Faculty of Chemistry 
and Earth Sciences, University of Heidelberg 

07/2016 to 03/2021 Postdoc researcher in the Junior Research Group “Bioeconomy and 
Inequalities. Transnational Entanglements and Interdependencies in the 
Bioenergy Sector”, funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF), based at the Institute of Sociology, University of Jena 

07/2016 to 09/2017,  
07 to 09/2019 
and 09 to 12/2012     Parental leave 
04/2012 to 06/2016 PhD researcher at the Arnold Bergstraesser Institute (ABI), University of 

Freiburg 
04/2010 to 01/2011  Research assistant at the Arnold Bergstraesser Institute (ABI), Freiburg 
 

Scholarships and prizes 
10/2018  Arnold Bergstraesser Award for an outstanding dissertation on political and 

societal changes in the Global South   
04/2012 to 06/2016  PhD scholarship from the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung 
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Fellowships  
04 to 09/2020 Seminar “Energie und Gesellschaft: Sozial-ökologische Ungleichheiten und 

erneuerbare Energien” (engl.: “Energy and society: Socioecological 
inequalities and renewable energies”), seminar series “Wissenschaft – 
Technologie – Gesellschaft” (“Science – Technology – Society”), University 
College Freiburg (UCF) 

05/2020 University of Leeds, Faculty of Environment, School of Geography, Leeds, 
United Kingdom  
 

Funded research activities and supervision of doctoral thesis  
Research projects 

• PCG – Interacting Actors in Polycentric Climate Governance, gefördert durch Mittel des HCE, 
Universität Heidelberg; PIs: Prof. Dr. Johannes Glückler, Jun.-Prof. Dr. Rosa Lehmann, Prof. 
Dr. Óscar Loureda und Prof. Dr. Jale Tosun, Universität Heidelberg, Laufzeit: Oktober 2021 – 
Oktober 2023 

Supervision 
• Rafael Hernández Westpfahl: Doctoral reserach project: „Energía limpia? The (in)visibilisation 

of postcolonial dynamics and forced displacement in the context of ‘green extractivism’“, 
Universität Heidelberg, HCIAS doctoral research group „Communication and Society in Ibero-
America“ 

• Alejandra Irigoyen Ríos: Doctoral research project: „Municipalities in Climate Governance“, 
Universität Heidelberg 

 

Review activities  
Journals: For Climate Action, Geoforum, Journal of Land Use Science, Latin American and Caribbean 

Ethnic Studies (LACES), Revista CS, Rural Sociology, Sustainable 
Consumption and Production 

Foundations: Applications for undergraduate and doctoral scholarships for the Rosa-Luxemburg-
Stiftung 

 

Recent academic presentations and organization of conferences and conference sessions 
(selected) 
2023 Presentation “Conflictos en torno a una transición justa. Dinámicas 

socioespaciales y políticas en torno a la transición energética en México y 
Ecuador”, 25 June 2023, Conference of the German Latin American Studies 
Association (ADLAF) “Environmental Justice”, 22-25 June 2023, together 
with Rafael Hernández Westpfahl, Heidelberg University & Dr. Pedro 
Alarcón, University of Gießen & FLACSO Ecuador 

2022 Organization of conference “Políticas de mitigación y adaptación al cambio 
climático: Actores, interrelaciones, desigualdades, y conflictos en Chile” 
(engl.: Climate change, mitigation and adaptation policies: Actors, 
interrelations, inequalities, and conflicts in Chile”). Academic symposium 
and student workshop, 25-26 October 2022, Heidelberg Center Latin 
America, Santiago de Chile, Chile 

2022 Organization of hybrid workshop on “Transnational dimensions of energy 
transitions: Politics and inequalities in and beyond Latin America and West 
Asia-North Africa (WANA), June 2-3, 2022, Freiburg Institute for Advanced 
Studies (FRIAS), Freiburg / Germany, together with Dr. Alke Jenss (ABI 
Freiburg), Dr. Benjamin Schütze (ABI & FRIAS), Dr. Thilo Wiertz (Department 
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of Geography, University of Freiburg & FRIAS) 
2022 Presentation “Conflictos socioambientales en América Latina: Energías 

renovables y el papel de la tierra”, 25 May 2022, Symposium “Access to 
Justice in Unequal Societies”, 23-25 May 2022, University of Gießen  

2022  Presentation on “Challenges of the Transition to a Low-Carbon Economy: 
Socio-Ecological Inequalities and the energy Transition in Latin America”, 25 
January 2022, Lecture Series “Apocalypse Apocalypse now, then, when?” of 
the CAPAS / Käte Hamburger Centre for Apocalyptic and Post-Apocalyptic 
Studies 

2022 Presentation “Bioeconomy and Renewables in Latin America”, 12 January 
2022, Heidelberger Bridge Lecture Series of the Heidelberg Center for the 
Environment (HCE) 

2021 Organization of the session “Alternative innovations for the bioeconomy – 
Or what kind of technologies do we need for a just socio-ecological 
transformation?”, 7 May 2021, organizers: Junior Research Group 
“Bioeconomy and Inequalities. Transnational Entanglements and 
Interdependencies in the Bioenergy Sector” (BMBF), University of Jena  

2020 Organization of the session “Political Ecologies of Energy Justice”, 25 
September 2020, Third Biennial Conference of the Political Ecology Network 
(POLLEN) “Contested Natures: Power, Possibility, Prefiguration”, virtual 
conference, 22-25 September 2020, with Dr. Jon Phillips, University of 
Cambridge 

2020 Presentation “Challenges of energy justice in the context of global 
inequalities”, 25 September 2020 at the Third Biennial Conference of the 
Political Ecology Network (POLLEN) “Contested Natures: Power, Possibility, 
Prefiguration”, virtual conference 22-25 September 2020, with Dr. Anne 
Tittor, University of Jena 

     

Recent outreach: Presentations and dissemination of research to non-academic audience 
(selected) 
2023 Input “Konflikte in der Energiewende” for the Lecture „Go Future“ of 

HeiSchool, 5 July 2023, Heidelberg University 
2022 Input on socioenvironmental implications of the German energy transition 

for the Global South for the “Klimabürger*innenrat Region Freiburg”, 25 June 
2022, organized by the municipality of Freiburg 

2022 Panelist on podum discussion on “Climate change and migration”, 20 June, 
2022, organized by the archdioceses Freiburg 

2022 Blogcontribution with Alejandra Irigoyen on the research project “Interacting 
Actors in Policentric Climate Governance” 

2021 Comment on the Workshop “Biofuels vs. climate change”, 12 May 2021, 
“Nachhaltigkeitstage Tübingen”, organizers: Kompetenzzentrum für 
Nachhaltige Entwicklung, University of Tübingen 

 

Teaching 

SoSe2023 Lecture/Master’s: Environment and Development, University of Heidelberg 

SoSe2023 Seminar/Master’s: Crises and Transformations: Social Science Debates 
across World Regions, Heidelberg University, with Prof. Dr. Renata Motta 
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WiSe2022/23 Presentation on “Energiewende und Raum” (engl.: Energy Transition and 
Space), Lecture Series in BA Human Geography, Heidelberg University 

WiSe2022/23 Seminar/Master’s: Qualitative Research Methods, Heidelberg University 

WiSe2022/23 Seminar/Master’s: Socioenvironmental Change in Latin America, Heidelberg 
University  

SoSe2022 Lecture/Master’s: Environment and Development, Heidelberg University 

SoSe2022 Seminar/Master’s: Socio-ecological inequalities in Ibero-America, 
Heidelberg University 

WiSe2021/22 Seminar/Master’s: Politics and energy transition in Ibero-America, 
Heidelberg University 

WiSe2021/22 Seminar/Master’s: Qualitative Research Methods: semi-structured 
interviews on agrarian change in Ibero-American contexts, Heidelberg 
University 

SoSe2021 Seminar/Bachelor’s: Proseminar Lateinamerika (engl. Proseminar Latin 
America), Department of Geography, Heidelberg University  

SoSe 2021 Seminar/Master’s: Das gleiche in grün? Die Bioökonomie als 
gesellschaftliches Transformations-projekt (engl. The same in green? The 
bioeconomy as societal transformation), Department of Geography, 
Heidelberg University  

SoSe 2020  Seminar/Bachelor’s & Master’s: Energie und Gesellschaft: Sozial-
ökologische Ungleichheiten und erneuerbare Energie (engl. Energy and 
society: Socioecological inequalities and renewable energies), University 
College Freiburg: seminar series “Wissenschaft – Technologie – 
Gesellschaft” (engl. “Science – Technology – Society”)  

WiSe 2018/2019  Seminar/Master’s: Responding to the ecological crisis? Concepts, contexts, 
inequalities, and conflicts, Institute of Sociology, University of Jena, with 
Fabricio Rodríguez  

WiSe 2014/2015  Module/Master’s: Global Societal Change, Master of Environmental 
Governance, Faculty of Forest and Environmental Sciences, University of 
Freiburg, with Dr. Martin Adelmann 

WiSe 2014/2015  Module/Bachelor’s: Managing Public Services in Developing Countries, BA 
program PAIR (Politics, Administration & International Relations), Zeppelin 
University Friedrichshafen 

SoSe 2014  Seminar/Bachelor’s: Sozialökologische Konflikte in Lateinamerika aus 
politikwissenschaftlicher und ethnologischer Perspektive (engl.: 
Socioecological conflicts in Latin America from the perspective of political 
science and ethnology), Institute of Ethnology, University of Freiburg: with 
Dr. Ingo Rohrer  

SoSe 2012  Seminar/Bachelor’s: Identitäten, Neoliberalismus und Landrechte – Indigene 
soziale Bewegungen in Lateinamerika seit den 1960er Jahren (engl.: 
Identities, neoliberalism, and land rights – indigenous social movements in 
Latin America since the 1960s, Faculty of History, University of Düsseldorf, 
with Martin Mäusezahl  
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WiSe 2011/2012  Module/Master’s: Global Societal Change, Master of Environmental 
Governance, Faculty of Forest and Environmental Sciences, University of 
Freiburg, with Dr. Nicola Piper and Dr. Kerstin Priwitzer 

SoSe 2011  Seminar/Master’s: ¿El pueblo unido? Soziale Bewegungen in Lateinamerika 
im Kontext wachsender inter- und transnationaler Verflechtungen (engl.: 
¿El pueblo unido? Social movements in Latin America in the context of 
increasing inter- and transnational entanglements), Institute of Political 
Science, University of Freiburg, with Dr. Ingrid Wehr 
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